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INTRODUCTION
As your elected Coroner for the Parish of Lafourche, it is my pleasure to report on our second annual report
that our 2009 goals were met and have gone above our expectations.
I was able to immediately make cost effective changes to make the Office of the Coroner run efficiently and
to function as a Coroner’s Office.
We were able to successfully investigate and document all deaths in Lafourche Parish as mandated in R.S.
33:1563 (page of this report).
Improvements were made in 2009 with the utilizing the work release inmates from the Lafourche Parish
Prison and the assistance of Sheriff Craig Webre and his staff to pressure wash, paint the inside and
outside of the Coroner’s Office. Sheriff Webre also donated a used 4-wheel drive Jeep to be used in
investigations and office business.
The outside was cleaned and maintained by Parish employees with grass cutting, applying shells to the
parking area and replacing the outdoor lights. Repairs to the roof, fans, and ceiling stemming from damage
of Hurricane Gustav were done. With the necessary repairs, the Lafourche Parish Coroner’s Office is now
able to work directly with the Southern Eye Bank and the Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency (LOPA).
(These two agencies are discussed on page).
The refrigerated trailer that was sent from the State of Louisiana for Hurricane Gustav was offered for
purchase at a cost of $20,000.00 and we were able to locate a larger trailer with less hours on the engine
for $6,700.00 saving the taxpayers a huge savings.
My office has the privilege of serving as the Region III Director of Emergency Services for St. Charles, St.
John, St. James, St. Mary, Terrebonne and Lafourche Parish with direct line of communication with the
State of Louisiana and being able to assist the other Coroner’s Offices in an emergency.
We were able to purchase investigative equipment for our Forensic Investigators to utilize, a computer
program was purchased that will assist our investigators in locating next-of-kin that helps notify the families
in a timely manner as well as preventing a pauper burial. A state of the art digital X-ray machine was just

approved by the Parish Council which will help find bullets and injuries to help determine cause and
manner of deaths. This equipment brings the Coroner’s Office towards its 2010 goal of Accreditation from
the International Association of Coroner’s & Medical Examiners.
I was able to hire an additional investigator as part time in 2009 and we were able to utilize a Forensic
Nurse to assist with Rape Exams at no charge. Our goal for 2010 is to have two on-call Contract Forensic
Nurses available to perform exams at a minimal fee.
In 2009 we went into numerous Lafourche Parish Schools and performed a Drug/Alcohol talk to our young
students for Red Ribbon Week. This week long event was well received and presented to over 1200
children. We are a member of the Children and Youth Board and did a joint venture in this program. We
look to double the number of children for 2010.
Please review the rest of our 2009 Annual Report and have confidence in our Mission.









Through our actions we represent those who can no longer represent themselves.
Provide quality services as required by law or mandated by the public in order to enhance
the health, safety, and general well being of the citizens and guests of Lafourche Parish.
To assume jurisdiction over persons who come to their death suddenly, or where the death
is caused by unnatural or unlawful means ensuring that decedents and their survivors are
treated with the highest levels of dignity and respect.
Ensure that investigations are carried out in an expeditious and professional manner, and
maintaining the highest level of sensitivity and compassion to the surviving loved ones
during their time of grief.
Work in partnership with other organizations toward the reduction of preventable deaths.
Provide educational presentations and continually serve as a resource to the public
regarding the field of medicolegal death investigation.

If there is anything that myself or our office, please do not hesitate to call us anytime.
Kindest regards,

Dr. John C. King
Coroner of Lafourche Parish

COST IMPROVEMENT 2009

Medical Waste pickup was reduced to half the cost saving the office 2000.00 per
year.
Van has saved over $30,000.00 per year transporting ourselves versus using
funeral homes.
Toxicology/Lab fees were reduced $85,000.00 year
Out of Parish Autopsies reduced saving over $35,000.00 year.
Disaster bag replacement saved $18,000 year
Investigated deaths saved $80,000 year
Over $250,000 was saved by cost improvement and managing the office
properly and efficiently.

REVENUE
Prior to 2008 the Lafourche Parish had little to no revenue. The first 6
months as Coroner, Dr. King has initiated sources for revenue. This
comes from Coroner Emergency Certificates (CEC), cremation permits
and autopsy reports to attorneys and insurance claims.
Our projected revenue for 2010 is $50,000.00

Already received $3,490 for January 2010

MANNERS OF DEATH
All Coroner Reports determine the manner of each death. All deaths investigated by the Lafourche Parish
Coroner’s Office are classified in one of five distinct categories:
NATURAL covers all deaths primarily resulting from a disease of the body and not resulting from injuries or
abnormal environmental factors.
ACCIDENTAL covers all accidental deaths including motor vehicle incidents where there is no obvious
intent to cause death. This classification includes any death resulting from an action or actions by a person
which results in the unintentional death to him/herself or any death to any person that results from the
intervention of a non-human agency.
SUICIDE refers to any death from a self inflicted injury where there is apparent intent to cause death.
HOMICIDE includes any death resulting from injuries caused directly or indirectly by the actions of another
person. (with the exception of unintentional motor vehicle accidents). Homicide is a neutral term that does
not imply fault or blame.
UNDETERMINED is any death which cannot be classified in any of the other categories. The actual cause
of death may or may not be known in these cases. An example of an undetermined death would be a drug
overdose where it is unclear in one of the other existing categories before considering a classification of
undetermined.

TOTAL CASES 2009

NATURAL CASES 490

ACCIDENTS

36

SUICIDES

8

HOMICIDES

3

UNDETERMINED

1

TOTAL INVESTIGATED 538

NATURAL DEATHS 2009

SUICIDES 2009

HOMICIDES 2009

2009 POST MORTEM AUTOPSIES

Cost of Autopsy before May 30th, 2008 was averaging $2,000
Now the cost is less than $700 per case.
2009 54 cases @ $700=$37,800
54 cases @ $2,000.00=$108,000
Averaged 125 cases a year x $2000.00 =250,000.00

Investigators paid for themselves!

SUDDEN UNEXPLAINED INFANT DEATH INVESTIGATIONS
SUIDI

As your elected Coroner, my office is educating the public of the awareness of
improper placement and bed sharing of infants that has overflowed this community.
We have taken to the airways and are spreading the word to parents and caregivers
of these precious angels to do not sleep with your infant and properly place them on
their backs.
We have already spoken to several civic groups.
In 2010 we are attempting to do commercials for this urgent awareness.

CORONER LAW
RS 33:1563
§1563. Duty to hold autopsies, investigations, etc.
A. The coroner shall either view the body or make an investigation into the cause and manner of death in
all cases involving the following:
(1) Suspicious, unexpected, or unusual deaths.
(2) Sudden or violent deaths.
(3) Deaths due to unknown or obscure causes or in any unusual manner.
(4) Bodies found dead.
(5) Deaths without an attending physician within thirty-six hours prior to the hour of death.
(6) Deaths due to suspected suicide or homicide.
(7) Deaths in which poison is suspected.
(8) Any death from natural causes occurring in a hospital under twenty-four hour’s admission unless seen
by a physician in the last thirty-six hours.
(9) Deaths following an injury or accident either old or recent.
(10) Deaths due to drowning, hanging, burns, electrocution, gunshot wounds, stabs or cutting, lightning,
starvation, radiation, exposure, alcoholism, addiction, tetanus, strangulation, suffocation, or smothering.
(11) Deaths due to trauma from whatever cause.
(12) Deaths due to criminal means or by casualty.

(13) Deaths in prison or while serving a sentence.
(14) Deaths due to virulent contagious disease that might be caused by or cause a public hazard, including
acquired immune deficiency syndrome.
B. (1) The coroner may perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy in any case
in his discretion. The coroner shall perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy
in the case of any death where there is a reasonable probability that the violation of a criminal statute has
contributed to the death.
(2) The coroner or the district attorney may order the disinterment of any dead body within his jurisdiction
under the direction or supervision of the person ordering the disinterment or his designee, and may
authorize the removal of such dead body to a place designated by the person ordering the disinterment for
the purpose of examination and autopsy and, when such is completed, order the reinterment of the body.
(3) The coroner may hold any dead body for any length of time that he deems necessary. However, the
coroner shall expedite any investigation at the scene of an accident involving a fatality so as not to unduly
delay the removal of the dead body from the accident scene. However, if a bodily substance sample for a
toxicology screen is extracted at the accident scene, the extraction procedure shall be performed outside of
public view.
(4)(a) He may remove and retain for testing or examination any specimens, organs, or other portion of the
remains of the deceased that he may deem necessary or advisable as possible evidence before a grand
jury or court, subject to the limitation set forth in R.S. 32:661(A)(2).
(b) The coroner may also remove and retain any specimens or organs of the deceased which in his
discretion are necessary or desirable for anatomical, bacteriological, chemical, or toxicological examination,
subject to the limitation set forth in R.S. 32:661(A)(2).
C.(1)(a) The coroner shall perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy in all
cases of infants under the age of one year who die unexpectedly without explanation.
(b) The autopsy shall include microscopic and toxicology studies.
(c) The coroner shall furnish a death certificate based upon his autopsy with his statement, to the best of
his knowledge, of the cause and means of death.
(2) If the coroner finds that the cause of death was Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, he shall notify the
director of the parish health unit within forty-eight hours after such determination.
(3) In preparing the certificate of death, the coroner may not, in lieu of an autopsy, rely on statements of
relatives, persons in attendance during the last sickness, persons present at the time of death, or other
persons having adequate knowledge of the facts, even if such data may be permitted in other cases in this
Section.

(4) The coroner shall not perform an autopsy if the parents of the infant provide to the coroner their
objection in writing, unless the coroner finds that the facts surrounding the death require that an autopsy be
performed in the interest of the public safety, public health, or public welfare.
D. If the family of the deceased objects to an autopsy on religious grounds, the autopsy shall not be
performed unless the coroner finds that the facts surrounding the death require that an autopsy be
performed in the interest of the public safety, public health, or public welfare. In such cases the coroner
shall provide the family his written reasons for the necessity of the autopsy.
E.(1) The coroner shall furnish a death certificate based on his examination, investigation, or autopsy, and
he shall state as best he can the cause and means of death.
(2) If it appears that death was due to accident, suicide, or homicide, he shall so state.
(3) The cause of death, and the manner or mode in which the death occurred, as incorporated in the death
certificate as provided in the Vital Statistics Laws, R.S. 40:32 et seq., filed with the division of vital records
of the Department of Health and Hospitals, shall be the legally accepted cause of death, unless the court of
the parish in which the death occurred, after a hearing, directs otherwise.
(4) In the case of a death without medical attendance, if there is no reason to suspect the death was due to
violence, casualty, or undue means, the coroner may make the certificate of death from the statement of
relatives, persons in attendance during the last sickness, persons present at the time of death, or other
persons having adequate knowledge of the facts.
F. The coroner or his designee shall examine all alleged victims of rape, carnal knowledge, sexual battery,
incest, and crime against nature when such cases are under police investigation.
G.(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, when the coroner is required to furnish
information for the issuance of a death certificate by the office of vital statistics, the coroner shall do so
within ten working days after the receipt of all test and investigation results or information associated with
the investigation into the cause and manner of death.
(2) If the coroner is unable to furnish the information required pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection
within ten days after taking charge of the case, upon request, the coroner shall issue a written statement
attesting to the fact of death, which shall constitute proof of death for all purposes, including but not limited
to any claim under any policy of insurance issued on the life of the deceased individual.
H. In deaths investigated by the coroner where he is not able to establish the identity of the dead body by
visual means, fingerprints, or other identifying data, the coroner shall have a qualified dentist or forensic
anthropologist or forensic pathologist carry out a dental examination of the dead body. If the coroner, with
the aid of the dental examination, is still not able to establish the identity of the dead body, the coroner shall
prepare and forward the dental examination and other identifying records to state and local law
enforcement agencies. When the dead body may be that of an individual under the age of eighteen years,
the coroner shall send this information to the Missing and Exploited Children Information Clearinghouse
within the Department of Social Services.

I. The coroner shall furnish a copy of his final report or autopsy report, or both, upon written request, to the
last attending physician of the deceased or to the designated family physician of the deceased, provided
that the family of the deceased has given written authorization to the coroner or to the requesting physician
for the release of such report.
J. Autopsy reports prepared by the coroner or his designee are public records. The coroner shall provide
one copy of the autopsy report upon request by the next of kin at no charge to the next of kin. The coroner
shall provide copies of the autopsy report at no charge to the appropriate law enforcement agencies as
requested. The public records fee for any other copy of an autopsy report shall be the same as that
charged by the registrar of vital records for the state for a death certificate.
K.(1) For the purposes of this Section, an autopsy report is the work product of the coroner or his
designee. When a coroner investigates a death, the office of the coroner is required to make available for
public inspection and copying the autopsy report which shall contain the following:
(a) Name, age, sex, race, and address of the deceased.
(b) Date and reported time of death.
(c) Physical location, including address if available, where the deceased was found.
(d) Date, time, and place of autopsy, and the name of the doctor performing the autopsy and the names of
all persons present at the autopsy.
(e) Information regarding the autopsy, including whether the autopsy was requested or performed by
operation of law, a listing of the physical findings of the autopsy, a summary in narrative form of the medical
findings and conclusions, the cause of death, the manner and mechanism of death, and the classification of
death as homicide, accidental, suicide, undetermined, or under investigation.
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, in a non-coroner case, no autopsy
report shall be made available for public inspection or copying if the classification of death is that of natural
causes except upon request by the next of kin or upon request in compliance with R.S. 13:3715.1.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection and notwithstanding the provisions
of R.S. 33:1564(C), no autopsy report pertaining to criminal litigation as defined in and in accordance with
R.S. 44:3(A) shall be required to be made available for public inspection or copying except as otherwise
provided by law.
L.(1) Liability shall not be imposed on an elected coroner or his support staff based upon the exercise or
performance or the failure to exercise or perform their policymaking or discretionary acts when such acts
are within the course and scope of their lawful powers and duties.
(2) The provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection are not applicable to any of the following:
(a) To acts or omissions which are not reasonably related to the legitimate governmental objective for
which the policymaking or discretionary power exists; or

(b) To acts or omissions which constitute criminal, fraudulent, malicious, intentional, willful, outrageous,
reckless, or flagrant misconduct.
(3) The legislature finds and states that the purpose of this Subsection is not to reestablish any immunity
based on the status of sovereignty but rather to clarify the substantive content and parameters of
application of such legislatively created codal articles and laws and also to assist in the implementation of
Article II of the Constitution of Louisiana.
Amended by Acts 1966, No. 312, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Acts 1981, No. 211, §1; Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts 1985, No. 240, §1; Acts 1985, No. 241, §1; Acts
1986, No. 311, §1; Acts 1986, No. 591, §1; Acts 1987, No. 878, §1; Acts 1988, No. 834, §1; Acts 1999, No. 761, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Acts 1999, No. 1226, §1;
Acts 1999, No. 1293, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1354, §2; Acts 2001, No. 1177, §1; Acts 2003, No. 794, §1.

MENTAL HEALTH EXAMS
102 Order of Protective Custody (OPC) were filled out for families wishing to send
patients for an evaluation that were either homicidal, suicidal, gravely disabled and
unwilling to seek treatment voluntary.
Many of these orders were issued after office hours and on weekends and holidays.
Each Order of Protective Custody (OPC) is an emergency requiring proper screening
and action by the Lafourche Parish Coroner’s Office.
Once the patient has been issued an Order of Protective Custody (OPC) he/she is
transported to the Emergency Room and if they need to be admitted a physician will
issue a Physician Emergency Certificate (PEC) and then the Coroner or Deputy
Coroner will perform a second evaluation resulting in a Coroner’s Emergency
Certificate (CEC). Revenue is generated for out of Parish patients.
521 Coroner Emergency Certificates (CEC) were issued in 2009.

SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMS
The office of the Coroner is responsible for having a rape exam performed on
victims. The Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office and the various municipal police
agencies contact the Lafourche Parish Coroner’s Office and we arrange for the
rape exam.
The evidence kits that we utilize are the most modern that are available and will
assist the law enforcement agencies and the District Attorney’s Office
tremendously.
In 2009 we handled 11 cases and utilized a Forensic Nurse to perform the
exams.
7 of the 11 cases involved children under the age of 17 and they were sent to
Children’s Hospital with the remaining 4 were examined in various Lafourche
Parish Emergency Rooms.
In 2010 we will have a second Forensic Nurse available to assist.

Southern Eye Bank

The Southern Eye Bank and the Lafourche Parish Coroner’s Office works together with the
cooperation of donation of the Gift of Sight.







11 residents from Lafourche Parish received corneal
transplant with tissue donated by a fellow Louisianan.
16 residents from Lafourche Parish donated ocular
tissues to the Southern Eye Bank.
2 non-Lafourche Parish residents donated ocular tissue
to Southern Eye Bank in a Lafourche Parish Health
Institution.

Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency (LOPA)

Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency and the Lafourche Parish Coroner’s Office has worked
together with the cooperation of donation organs, bone and tissue.



4 Organ donors saved 12 lives
4 tissue donors enhanced 200 lives

All donations are kept for Lafourche Parish residents first!

SUMMARY
Our purpose is to serve our fellow citizens by protecting the public's health and safety,
participating in the criminal justice and health systems, and providing data for vital statistical
purposes.
In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1563
The Lafourche Parish Coroner's Office conducts independent investigations in Lafourche Parish.
The purpose of these investigations is to determine the manner and cause of death and ensure that
the circumstances surrounding the death are understood and explained.
We have maintained our focus and goals for 2009 and looking forward to 2010 to move towards our
Accreditation process and keep the strengths of the office strong and improve any weakness that
we encounter.
The savings we have performed are remarkable and we will continue to make improvements as we
work into 2010. Our service to the citizens of Lafourche Parish is of pride and deep respect.
We have made so many improvements and work closely with all law enforcement agencies, this is a
team effort with the assistance of the Honorable Cam Morvant II, District Attorney, Sheriff Craig
Webre and his staff, Parish President Charlotte Randolph, Parish Administrator Crystal Chaisson
and the entire Parish Council.
Thank you all for your support and guidance
May you have a safe 2010!

John C. King, MD
Coroner of Lafourche Parish

